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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Case: Joseph Bryant Griggs vs. West-Pac Industries of Huntington Beach and Tools Exchange
Summary of the Case
Product liability claim filed by Joseph Bryant Griggs against West-Pac Industries of Huntington Beach and Tools Exchange of Los Angeles. He was seeking compensation for injuries that he sustained when an O-ring broke allowing flammable hydraulic fluid to pour into the cab of the Caterpillar scraper that he was operating at that particular time. The caterpillar scrapper had been repaired in less than an hour before it poured the hot hydraulic fluid on Griggs body. The hot fluid which was sprayed on Grigg's body made him sustain third-degree burns – over 75 percent of his body got burned. The incident took place on September 10, 1998. Since then incident that made his body sustain a third-degree burn, Griggs has undergone 25 surgical procedures and still, he is not in a position to work.
The plaintiff’s verdict for a total of $58 million including $48 million for pain and suffering and $10 million for past and future economic loss.
This product liability case was based on strict product liability since the caterpillar scrapper was reported to have just come repair and maintenance in less than an hour (BALDWIN, 2020). This means that the person who was handling the repair and maintenance of the caterpillar scraper did not take his time to look at all parts that needed to be serviced and repaired.
This case concluded that West-Pac Industries of Huntington Beach and Tools Exchange was found liable for the burns that Griggs sustained after the O-ring broke sending flammable hydraulic fluid to his body. In addition, the company was going to pay the plaintiff a total of $58 million including $48 million for pain and suffering and $10 million for past and future economic loss. 
The conclusion of the case would affect the financial position of the company since it will have to part with a lot of cash so that it can settle the case. In addition, the company’s reputation will also be affected since customers might think that it does not produce quality products and thus negatively impact its sales revenue.  
In my opinion, I agree with the conclusion since the product appears that it had some defects that led it to rupture spilling the hot hydraulic flammable fluid which burnt Griggs. If the product has no defects, then it would not have been torn as the scrapper had only come from maintenance in less than an hour.
If this product had been imported from abroad, then it would have involved all the persons involved in the supply chain. 
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